
   
 

    

 

Combined Worker Report February 2021 

Barbara Slasor Community Development Lead  

  Susan Graydon Partnership Support and Volunteer Broker  

 

 

SG – 1 week's annual leave taken in this period. 

Following government Covid – 19 guidelines we are continuing to work from home, until advised otherwise. 
Online platform – Zoom 

Zoom is still widely being used during COVID – 19 and many organisations including Local Trust has 
advocated its use to replace face to face meetings with multiple users, this will continue till advised 
otherwise. We are adapting to accessing some meetings via the TEAMs platform, this is a preferred choice 
for several organisations so to gain the widest reach across the partnership we must remain flexible. 

Good News Story 

Wear Valley Community Action Group reaching out and supporting others 

Wear Valley Community Action Group (WVCA) reached out to support Woodhouse Close Church 
Community Centre after seeing a Facebook post we shared on our page, the post was a call out for much 
needed toiletries for those accessing the Foodbank. WVCA were able to take a wide range of items as an 
immediate response due to current Covid government guidelines rescheduling and delaying their planned 
events, this further demonstrates the community spirit across the partnership.  

See the links below for our Facebook pages: 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=gaunless%20gateway%20big%20local 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=gaunless%20gateway%20big%20local%20volunteering 

Development Worker  

For information 

Holiday Activities with Healthy Food Provider Forum  

The purpose of the forum is to bring together local providers of holiday activities with food to look at how we 
can work better together to ensure the most vulnerable children have access to free holiday activities with 
healthy food across County Durham. 
The Holiday Activities and Food programme will expand in 2021 so that children on free school meals in 
England will be offered free healthy meals and enriching activities over the Easter, summer and Christmas 
holidays. DfE investment of up to £220 million will be delivered through grants to all local authorities via 
Area Action Partnerships (AAP’s). We greatly value the important role that partner organisations including 
voluntary and community sector and schools have played in this programme. DCC will have an inclusive 
offer for all children and young people. DCC allocation: £2,383,860. 

View the full Fun and Food presentation as part of the DfE Holiday Activities with Healthy Food Programme 
here 

North East and Cumbria Women’s and Girls International Women’s Day Event  

The National Lottery Community Fund hosted an online Women & Girls learning event 8 March 2021, 
International Women’s Day, bringing together commissioners, funders, policy makers and service providers 
from across the North East and Cumbria region (and nationally) to kickstart dialogue and collaboration - the 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=gaunless%20gateway%20big%20local
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=gaunless%20gateway%20big%20local%20volunteering


   
 

first step of a long-term ambition to work together to develop more coherent funding arrangements and 
effective service provision for women and girls     

Discussion took place around working more effectively together to ensure the best outcomes for women 
and girls and what needed to be different for future generations of women and girls in the North East and 
Cumbria. The event responded to feedback and learning from 62 grant holders of the Women and Girls 
fund across the country. 

Discussion item: In the context of recent events, how does Gaunless Gateway Big Local support this 
agenda? 

My Community Website 

My Community is the creation of 12 leading organisations who champion and support communities of all 
shapes and sizes. It brings their guidance and essential information together in one place, so that people 
don’t have to spend hours searching for it. Partner organisations are collaborating in My Community 
because they want to make it easier for local people to find the support they need and act on the issues 
they care about.  https://mycommunity.org.uk/ 

As a backup tester, I’ve taken in part in two sessions and was one of five during this session; providing 
feedback and an opportunity to have suggestions implemented to ensure that the website is fit for purpose. 
Topic areas cover: COVID-19 support, Neighbourhood Planning, Community Assets and Ownership, 
Affordable and Community-led Housing, Parks and Green Spaces, Governance, Business and Financial 
support. 

  
Support Given 

AYCC- shared a short presentation for working group staff members and their IT service providers on the 
benefits of co-creating Service Level Agreements (SLA’s) for services they provide and what basic content 
to include. 

TAP Woodhouse Close Project- discussion with Regeneration Officer / AYCC around best practice, 
previous community mapping and consultation done, with a view to share information to support the new 
TAP project. TAP will be inviting stakeholders to their launch event on Friday 26 March at 1pm via Teams. 

Project Updates and ideas 

StreetGames – Doorstep Activities@ West Auckland 

StreetGames harnesses the power of sport to create positive change in the lives of disadvantaged young 
people right across the UK. StreetGames' work helps to make young people and their communities 
healthier, safer and more successful.  StreetGames' work is delivered in partnership with the StreetGames 
Alliance of around 1,000 Locally Trusted Organisations, working in disadvantaged communities across the 
UK. Auckland Youth and Community Centre (AYCC) is one of StreetGames Locally Trusted Organisations 
to deliver activities across Bishop Auckland.  

Gaunless Gateway Big Local has awarded £4,000 and West Auckland Parish Council has match funded a 
further £4,000; to run a pilot programme that will enable stakeholders to work together to offer young 
people outdoor activities, purchase equipment, fund training and staff time, offer food and enable young 
people to take part in a social action project on issues that matter to them. 

38 young people have been engaged via staff from AYCC and The Vinyard Centre. Sessions are   starting 
Friday evenings 6-8pm from April once restrictions allow. 

Wear Rivers Trust 

After 12 months delay Wear River’s Trust working in partnership with Daisy Art, is hopeful that they can re-
engage with Copeland Road School and St Helens Primary to deliver the John Muir Trust Award. This 

https://mycommunity.org.uk/


   
 

offers a chance not only for children to take part but also encourages parent and carers to get involved in 
the River fly monitoring element of this project. 

The Award is inclusive, accessible and non-competitive, though should challenge each participant.  It 
encourages awareness and responsibility for the natural environment through a structured yet adaptable 
scheme, in a spirit of fun, adventure and exploration. 

• Camerados project - paper circulated in advance of the March meeting by Rupert Wansbury 
Decision Maker St. Helen’s, for discussion and decision. 
 

• Places, spaces and people- litter picking project – paper circulated in advance of March meeting 
by Ann Williams-Maughan Decision Maker Cockton Hill, for discussion and decision 

Project proposals 

Bridge Creatives – requesting £12,600 match fund for the refurbishment Dorset Place Community Centre 
into a fit for purpose hub; supporting people with learning disabilities into training and employment. The 
proposal has been circulated prior to meeting in March for consideration.        

Partnership support and Volunteer Broker 

*Big Local Talks* - Tarek Mrad podcast 

I was fortunate to be asked to talk about my role in the partnership, Tarek is a decision maker at Heston 
West Big Local is an amazing young man who has captured the last year through a series of interviews. 
Click the link below to view: 

Big Local Talks Live | Episode 10 

Better Impact Portal 

The online system is being populated with data. The platform has received an update and new instructional 
videos have been released. An online meeting was attended to input new data for the partnership, this is 
gathering pace. 

Bishop Auckland Football Club 

Support given around volunteer recruitment, policies etc. 

Reaching out across Durham (ROAD)  

We are using a combined approach to support individuals with additional requirements into supported 
placements, ongoing engagement is continuing.  

Gaunless Gateway Big Local volunteer policies and procedures 

These continue to be reviewed, revised and adapted for community group use. 

Organisational and befriending check ins 

Due to government guidelines smaller groups are still inactive. Those that are still active are still 
being supported as part of partnership support role. Befriending service to volunteers to combat 
loneliness and isolation is ongoing.   groups and organisations have been contacted during this 
reporting period 

Changing Relations 

We are happy to announce we have a Gaunless Gateway Big Local volunteer on the newly 
formed steering group, this will be a great opportunity to offer support.   

Partnership Development - partnership supported with signposting, information sharing, zoom 
training etc 

https://youtu.be/qE_h4gsHHSE?t=1


   
 

Cardboard Castle Club 

Support given in regard to volunteers and identifying roles available. 

New Volunteers 

Ongoing recruitment, this is strengthening and building capacity across the partnership with 1 new 
volunteer signed up and inducted in this reporting period. 

Local Trust Rep support 

Partnership support given to Jeanette Harold to facilitate an upcoming online event, engaging with 
potential attendees and correspondence. 

Partnership Support requested for student support. 

A volunteer reached out for advice and signposting support for a 3rd year student. 

Project proposals for discussion and decision / recommendation – N/A 

Combined Work and Collaboration  
Coached Conversations as part of the Sheila McKechnie Foundation project 

As a member of the Local Trust advocacy panel current events, both workers I attended a 1 to 1 
as part of the members criteria. 

Neighbourhood Watch / Community Action Group  

The meetings are going wel  and we offer continued backroom office support given, including 
engagement, admin and signposting to support the establishment with the foundation of the group. 
The group would like to share ‘In the know’ and encourage people to sign up 
https://www.keepintheknow.co.uk/pages/3669/1/Home.html 

Community Wealth Fund Alliance 

Attended an online drop in event for partner organisations exploring how dormant assets in the UK 
can be released to and benefit the community It is a well-attended meeting and has attendees 
including Local Authorities from across the country.  For further information 
https://localtrust.org.uk/policy/community-wealth-fund-alliance/ 

Durham County Carers 

Signposted members of the partnership to current support available – IT support and devices for 
unpaid carers 

Believe Housing 

An invitation to discuss where the partnership can collaborate on future initiatives across the area, 
meeting will take place as soon as possible. 

Kelly Budda Babies 

A St. Helen Auckland resident, with a nursing background, would like to explore setting up a new 
business to provide families baby massage and yoga sessions. She has identified this need 
through lived experience and has undertaken training during COVID to enable her to offer online 
and in person support. She has been signposted to South Durham Enterprise Agency (SDEA) for 
business start -up support and Bishop Auckland Bubbles Networking group. She has expressed 
an interest in potential GGBL bursary award should she meet the criteria. 

https://www.keepintheknow.co.uk/pages/3669/1/Home.html
https://localtrust.org.uk/policy/community-wealth-fund-alliance/


   
 

Creative Video – Creative Films Workshop 

We met director of Creative Films Workshop via Zoom, recommended by another Big Local.We discussed 
partnerships aims and hear about how their work had impacted on young people. 
They have been involved in a wide variety of projects including a commission by National Citizenship 
Service to deliver a number of video making workshops in the Summer and Autumn of 2019. They worked 
with 20 to 30 young people and gave them the challenge of creating a video about something they wanted 
to see changed in their community. The young people learned how to plan, shoot and edit a video on their 
smart phones. Each group presented their video at the end of the day. The project led to the young people 
having conversations about the root causes of certain issues. This information has been circulated to our 
GGBL partner organisations working with children and young people.  
 
Discussion item: Would supporting more of these types of projects across GGBL areas benefit the 
partnership? If yes, who would be best placed to deliver a project like this locally and why?  

Full Partnership Monthly Meeting 

Ongoing attendance and feedback from our combined roles shared. 

Legacy Statement Planning Meeting 

Support given to decision makers from both staff members. 

AYCC full staff meeting - BS & SG attended  

Online Training / workshops: this is not an exhaustive list and does not list all individual meetings 
relevant to our job roles, just a snapshot of topics covered and some positive outcomes from attendance 
 
Delivery body Training / Workshop Status Initials 
Learning Curve Safeguard and Protect 

 
Completed SG 

Learning Curve Team Leadership 
 

Ongoing BS 

Street Games 
Training Academy 

Getting Young People Active Completed BS & SG 

Local Trust How to Start an 
Intergenerational Project 

Attended SG 

 


